CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

making penance and resorting to asceticism. The sect of the Flagel-
lants was revived, particularly in Germany, and enjoyed a vogue
until Pope Clemens VI stopped it. The Jews were persecuted, par-
ticularly in southern Germany, and were burned in their houses
by the thousands. Whenever there is a great calamity, people seek
a scapegoat. Noblemen and municipalities were heavily indebted
to the Jews, and the plague gave them an opportunity to get rid
of their despised creditors.

When the plague broke out, wars were raging all over Europe,
but the disease very effectively interrupted them, at least for a
while. France and England were engaged in the war that was to
last almost a century and leave both countries thoroughly ex-
hausted. England, equipped with the new firearms, had defeated
the French at Crecy and had conquered Calais after a siege of
eleven months. The plague forced them to withdraw and com-
pelled them to sign a truce. The Scottish allies of France who in-
tended to invade the north of England were not only defeated by
the English troops but also decimated by the plague. The King-
dom of Naples was saved by the plague which forced the Hun-
garian army of occupation to a hurried retreat. In Spain, in
Germany, in Poland and Russia, in the Byzantine empire, every-
where military operations were interrupted or entirely stopped by
the epidemic.

The most far-reaching effects were probably felt in the eco-
nomic life of the continent As a result of the many casualties, a
very serious shortage of labor developed and the consequence was
a long period of high prices. This is why England passed the
Statute of Labourers in 1350 and France in the following year
issued a royal ordinance on the subject The intention of both was
to lower prices by regulating wages.3 Civil unrest followed in
many countries; peasant revolts occurred in France and England,
while in Flanders the crafts rose against the patrician regime of
the cities.
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